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New Netherlands Coin Co,, Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y, 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


January 19, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

Things are happening so fast, I hardly know where I am at. 

To begin with, we hired shortly before the first of the year, a 
young man named Don Taxay. He occupies the position here of cataloger, 
researcher and librarian. I met Taxay, when he was working on a manu- 
script concerning counterfeit and replica U. S. coins, Mint errors, Mint 
chicanery, and other generally inaccessible information. This manuscript 
contains some errors, but also contains a great deal of information 
hitherto unassembled and unpublished. I wonder if you would like to read 
over the Taxay manuscript, to possibly learn something yourself, but also 
to pick up any .obvious errors, and to make it compatible with your various 
endeavors . 

Along these lines, I would like to see the 1804 dollar manuscript, 
not only to be fully informed, but to find out how far you go 
fooling around. I also hope that you are Rot^cc^mmitting your^eli Issr the 
still unresolved Immune Columbia gold pie ce^as r ha ve much additional 
information which might stick a pin in your balloon (or in mine!). 

Taxay is awfully hot on exploding the 1913 Liberty Head nickel 
myth in his book. It seems to me, that the five pieces were advertised 
some place, circa 1917-19? by a gentleman named Wagner. This is before 
Brown advertised to buy them. I wonder just when this ad appeared, and 
if there is any connection between Wagner and Brown? Any help along 
these lines you could give, would be very much appreciated. 

Next to last, but not least, I suggest that you do not contemplate 
buying any expensive Colonials, in the near future, without first being 
damn sure of their pedigree. This is a friendly word of caution, and I 
would appreciate your keeping it confidential. For confirmation of what I 
say, I refer you to pa^e 110 of the January 1951 "The Numismatist . " 

After several years of procrastination, I finally purchased out- 
right the "Standard Catalogue" from Mrs. Olga Raymond. I still have in 
mind that you said you would write a general introduction to the History 
of J. 3. Coins, from l6l6 to the present time, something on the order of 
what the "Guide Book" has, but of course of higher quality. I have asked 
Breen to do this, but if you are actually willing to tackle the job, I 
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will call off Breen, as I consider your work far superior. I would 
like you to be a contributing editor to the book, and would like to 
send you the Colonial section, piece by piece, as we put it together. 

The only part of the Colonial section I would need from vou, is a 
breakdown by types of the Fugio cents and Continental dollars, which, 
together with several patterns to be suggested by you, I would like to 
put into a separate section, away from the other Colonials, preceding 
the 1792 Mint patterns. I firmly believe that the patterns and contract 
coinages, issued, authorized or contemplated, under the Continental 
Congress and the Articles of Confederation should be removed from the 
regular series. 

I am not sending coins to any body else, or obsolete paper 
money for that matter, so don't get too annoyed with me. 

Please remember that the reference a bo vn is strictly confidential 
and for your information only. n 

Very best personal regards. 


JJF:dn 


Sincerely , 



ord, 


J r. 


$r 


tfanu&ry 23, 1962 


Hr* Jobs <3 • *’ord, Jr» 

Hew Netherlands Coin Co. Inc. 

1 Mast .U7tb Street 
Sew fork 36, 2*w York 

Dear John* 

the 28 G!j Dollar manuscript has pone to the printers 
and I hope to send yon a galley or page proof in 
due course. 

If you have any d&fca which l do net have on the 
Immune Columbia gold pieces I will certainly be 
glad to give it rtudy to sake the section mentioning 
it aore accurate. 

I aps glad that yen have a research nan and I wish 
you the best of luck in his development. 

The 1913 Liberty Hoad Nickel natter is ore which is 
being worked upon by someone else who, r.o doubt, has 
ten times wore material than you have any idea. 

To answer your specific question, Vagner advertised 
t4ae five pieces for sale in the December, 1923, 
<January-192ii and rebruary~192li Du mi e«a hist. This is 
after Brown advertised then, there is a connection 
between Wagner and Brown but- I do not have the details. 

Dick Picker has told ee about some unusual Colonials 
and I h&ve seen some of them, 

With respect to reading a manuscript of Taacay, I, 
of course, stand ready to do that but it must be 
generally ready for publication before I feel I 
should do so, including footnotes. 
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Hr* John J« Ford, Jr* 

lou will b® amused by the last line in ray ISOU Dollar 
book. It states that the 1@0U is an antedated fantasy 
anti that the King ©f American coins is an imposter* 

I am sore I will not be in any popularity contest 
with those statements* 

Mature lly, I will be glad to help you ©n the Standard 
Catalogue buu Whitman wants sj© to help them and my 
poor old self, who prefers to engage in a hobby, 
is getting entirely too involved* 

As a dignified member of the AM3 Council, 1 would like 
to encourage you not to use th© word "mausoleum 11 any 
more* -lease stick to the initials even though 

you might think that the B S a stand® for a sepwlehre* 
or » sarcophagus” 

I hop* to see you soon* 


Sincerely, 


r.rac r* him a* 


EPS/a tb 




February 27, 1962 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Cente 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

I will probably be coming East for the 
meeting on Friday, March 9* of ANS. 

I can meet you that morning or possibly 
the next morning if you think we can 
get somet. ing accomplished. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Mr. F.ri r P, Mown an 

FROM 

New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

1 WEST 47TH ST. 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

TO C/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

liflO Mesh-in -ton Aironno 

St. T,onis Mn, 


SUBJECT: ..otters of l/PS/6? and P/P 7 / 6 ? 

DATE : ?/3/&2 


T v.-iH he ir; t,h r : Vi p.f> on Fri ray ri n rrn ng, 1 /qAt?, end ran spe you a t that tine . 

?ro>-l ms, rnd prohl pthRj havft del eyed my amsivp .. ring your letter nf l/??/6P . T hava — 

not, seen hide nor bair o^ the 1 °OJi dollar "story" proofs. Yon "shot. fr om the hio" .££ 

. .-hi • • * •-. rrr.:lnntirm ; anri me -e ho to onrtly ri rht and peirtl ;/ mrorpp; h ov; yon a rfor - d 

to bo nrony? Tread easy re the T-mnfi nsas oof, he cars ft T mm a ml ri nnfi ; >mt herar . se 


J. :. n st pother ir . a few rr i ore to . solve the riddle > I- c a p J - t do thi s overnight, go spare 

t,y;i outright condemnation. I - rn d i ay friend, Don Tax a y, appreci a te the s ecrecy re the 

H.3 iilckel. I picked np the drown-tr pper '’promotion, " and au curious-- as-is -Taxay, 

X a.;, sorry that I ever sr rgested the l.lOli doll ar project (-with ?mi on the job), if it 

means that yon are. poing to go l tsteady . , . , - .3 dth V . hitman . Yon can’t h e lp both of us, at l e a st 
so far as T am r.onoerned , The only thirds that they hove pnhl i shed worth a da • r i j wp.t-p 
written by others, and, in the ease of the Jndd abortion, that statement doesn't ivs n 


apply. The business needs a (TOOT), 

PLEASE REPLY TO *► SIGNED 



DATE 


SIGNED 

SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 


March 11^, 1962 


Mr* John Ford, Jr. 

One West l|7th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear John: 

On March 10th you asked me who had the information on 
the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel. I could not recall the 
name at that time. You really put the hex on that man. 

He was killed that day. Why did you do it? 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter which I wrote to 
George Walton and which was unanswered. I was advised 
that he had done considerable detailed work on identifying 
the people involved in the early episodes and that he had 
seen and read the Treasure Department investigations which 
covered the activities of certain Philadelphia dealers. 

Some way must be developed to obtain George Walton* s files. 
I hope this information will be helpful to you and I 
would like to write the matter up with you when the 
evidence of the government investigation is available. 

Kindest regards. 


Very truly yours, 

EKIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN:jr 


April 5, 1962 


Hr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Hockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

I an enclosing the section of the book with 
respect to the Immune Columbia and I am sure 
that it will not hurt your feelings. I have 
watered it down so that it does not infer 
any date as to when the reuse of the Immune 
dies took place. 

I am planning to be at the AHS meeting on 
Saturday, April lh but since I have a lecture 
to give here on Afrida on Friday night I can- 
not attend the Hew York Coin Club, etc. 

Are you in a position to see me Sunday or 
should I go home Saturday night. Are your 
duplicate books in a position where we could 
work on then? Could we work on the paper 
money? Should we do further planning on the 
publication project? I leave the matter 
entirely up to you. 

As you probably know by now, Qeorge Fuld is 
xj.1 and will not be able to give the talk. 

Please let me hear from you. 

Sincerely, 


E?N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

O/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

FROM 

New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

t WEST 47TH ST. 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

TO 

IrOO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


SUBJECT: Letter of April fvhb. and contents 

DATE: [4/7/62 


f°l D | j hav e read the part of the "iPOh Dollar" proofs that you sent me. I am no t 100^ harry — 
re your final conclusion, i.e., that the Stickney gold "Immune M was known to him to be 

an obvious re strike. vnd that he was glad to get rid of it, the day after he got it. Pis 

interest in Colonials could have been less than his interest in the U.S. decimal series; 

( 2 ^ he ccl-d have heard that another gold "Immune " was around; (3) he could have thought. 

the "Immune" in gold a sort of pattern, and thus not been "hot" about it. Yon \ise every 

word, ever"/ phrase that substantiates Vf-IAT YOU "ANT TO THINK, and i more fact s that weaken 

your grand finale... "The honorable transaction, etc." Were Beebee & Parshell making re- 

strikes? v 'hy weren't silver and copper restrikes and/or overstrikes rnaHe? Thy is my gold 

piece entirely different than Stickney' s? There is the rust, ON ANY OF THE FOUR DIES, if 

all ^.rs re struck over strikes? I do not know the exact answer to the I: mine mess, but T am 

afraid that your conclusion is too easy... too simple. 

’The ~ ark Newby Birthing in '•old is HOT unique. Another was sold at auction in Britain, a 

couple of weeks ago... it was a "sleeper" in a small country auction. I bid on it, but 

roofed. I am trvinmto find out if :'rs. Norweb got it (via Spink's), but am a Braid to ask 

her. 


The "180k Dollar" story is well written, and I like it. in spite of myself. Then do T se e 

the rest of the proofs? 

I cannot make the AIIS meeting to hear your substitute talk for George. That happened to 

Fuld? I know that he is in the hospital, but I do not know what for? 

You would hate me less, if you stayed in N.Y. Saturday night, and came out here on Sunday , 

arriving say, about 11 o'clock or so, having lunch on me, and then heading for Idlewild (a 

twenty minute drive from here) late in the afternoon. You could see the mess here, and T 

could show you the FMP stock of books. We could discuss publications... I hope to entice 

you into rewriting and editing; the Colonial section of the SC, as well as getting yon to 

do the grand introduction. Call me Saturday la top lor tr ain schedule. Hope you make iti 
PLEASE REPLY TO - > SIGNED Jpmus ' - . 


DATE 


SIGNED 

SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 


PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


April 16, 1962 


Dear John, 

Just a quick note to thank you for your hospit- 
ali- ty,ye sterday, in New York. It is always* a 
pleasure to see a dynamo at work and at play. 
The food was delicious and. the company was 
even more delicious. Your home was really 
fantastic . 

Regardless of how much we battle one another 
oyer the various things which come up in our 
lives, we will always be friends by virtue of 
our sincere interest in numismatics. 


Sincerely , 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 
176 Hendrick son Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 


EPN/atb 


April 27, 1962 


Mr. John J.Ford, Jr. 

Ford Numismatic Publications 
P.O.Box 155 

Rockville Center, Long Island, New York 
Dear John: 

I am returning, under separate cover, some of the 
book items which I thought I did not have and which 
I did. I do not believe ray memory is slipping - 
it is just that I cannot remember anything except 
1801* dollars for the present. 

I find that it is the 1951 Standard Catalogue which 
I am missing and I would appreciate it if you would 
send me the one which I saw* I am also missing the 
Seventh Edition of the Red Book. 

You said that you thought you had a duplicate of 
Snowden on the Mint Collection, perhaps a duplicate 
of Dickeson, and perhaps the Smith History of the 
United States Mint. I also need some editions of 
Gouge on the History of Paper Money. I find that 
I do not have a price list of the Chapman sale 
of the Baldwin Collection. Would you have that 
available? 

I will be perusing the draft of the Standard Cata- 
logue soon but want you to know that I think it is 
ridiculous to include the Raleigh token, which has 
no assured connection with Raleigh, and, if it did, 
has no connection with coinage. 

Naturally, I still need Perkins, Attinelli, Chalmers 
the Eckfeldt and DuBois 1850 edition of New Varietie 
of Coin and Bullion but slowly, and surely, I am 
acquiring a good working library. 

Thanks for helping me with it. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


JOHN J. FOR D, J R. 

176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.I.,N.Y. 


May 1, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I have your very, very nice letter of April 16th, 
and Werner Amelingmeier has shown me your letter re the 
books (which he will give to me after he locates a 1951 
Standard Catalogue.) 

I have not written to you re our many problems, 
as I have been working literally day and night getting out 
our 56th sale catalogue. 

I leave today for the Central States Convention 
in Milwaukee, and will return on Wednesday, May 9th. If 
you will make a photostat of a single page of the Colonial 
section that you have, I will type up a style sheet and 
give you full particulars on outlay, spacing, etc. 

I went over to see Mrs. Boyd, as planned, and 
found that she has "put away” (presumably in a bank vault) 
all of the Colonial coins we did not have in the office, 
plus all of the fractional currency. WA and I packed all 
of the other stuff, mainly campaign tokens and miscellaneous 
Junk, including foreign, and have stored it in WA's vault. 
There is not a single coin left at 377 So. Harrison St., 
that I know of. Mrs. Boyd has already moved to a new 
apartment. She made it very clear that she wants to n get 
rid of the Junk first, before selling the better coins.” 

This of course is intelligent, but knocks me down, as I 
had my eye on that damn fractional currency* 

I would like to get started some place with you, 
and feel that the Colonial ?aper money would be a good spot. 
Charles and I can start sorting and listing this material, 
subject to purchase and retail to you, later this month. 

I think if we start it and keep at it, when we have a spare 
moment, that we can get it done. Waiting for that wonderful 
day when there is nothing to do, which has been my weakness 
for so long, is apparently an illusion. 


JOHN J. FORD, JR. 
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I want to work with you very, very much, and 
while these might have been idle words in the past, I 
enjoyed our visit so much on April l^th, that I am going 
to do my best to inject some reality into them. 

Two quick things before I pack! Can you send me 
the exact weight in grains of your CSA half dollar? 
Secondly, I insist that you read Kosoff's new f, Fixed 
Price List” of the Judd collection, without prices, dis- 
guised and represented as a "definitive” work and con- 
taining the worst hogwash I have read since the late Max 
Mehl created his splendid sale catalogue. If you have a 
few short notes to be incorporated into a review of this, 
send them to Don Taxay, who is going to rip AK apart! 

Do you have a copy of the Cohen Colonial and 
Continental paper sale catalog? If you do not have, I 
shall send you a priced copy with my compliments. 

Hurriedly, and with very best personal regards, 

I remain 



■4*1F JsJf-^zpaT 


FOLD ^ Dear Eric; 


I DATE: 5 -1-62 


-M 


*0 


>3 

*0 


I fo rgo t to mention in my first letter, that we can get the hall 


rolling, if you will sand me your 1884 Hawaiian Quarter in gold, with 

a real istic price. I believe that I can "get 1 * $2000.00, or say 

$1750.00 at least, for this fantasy. I sold the set of three pieces, 
e ight h d ollar, quart er and h a If d ollar in platin u m, a year or so ago, 
for $4000.00. Would you take $1500.00 for your piece, subject to my 
being able to move it? If we get over what we plan, we will up vour 


cost accordingly. Any money obtained will be used as a down payment 
-on. the C olo nial paper m oney. 1>- L me hear from you as soon as possible. 




I would like to get started some place with you, 
and feel that the Colonial piper money would be a good spot. 
Charles and I can start sorting and listing this material, 
subject to purchase and retail to you, later this month. 

I think if we start it and keep at it, when we have a spare 
moment, that we can get it done. Waiting for that wonderful 
day when there is nothing to do, which has been my weakness 
for so long, is apparently an illusion. 


4 





Since writing to you about the Boyd Colonial paper money, 
several things have happened. Don Taxay has already left us, 
and will not return until next spring. This again leaves me 
with a tremendous work load , plus the Standard Catalogue. 

There is so much old business, even before Boyd, that I do 
not know where to begin. The Boyd Colonial paper money is 
not a "collection" as you call it, but a messed-up, completely 
fouled-up hoard. Much of it is thrown loose in boxes, com- 
pletely unassorted, the way it left Ringoes in 1957 - in fact, 
some of it has probably been mixed-up since it was obtained 
either from Raymond or Prcsky. Walter never made a list, 
nor did Walter ever attempt to! I have received your message, 
which is probably the same thing that I would say were I in 
your shoes. 


REPLY MESSAGE 


THIS FORM AVAILABLE FROM GRAYARC CO., 882 THIRD AVE., BROOKLYN 32, N.Y. 


TO 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

FROM 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

4 00 Washington A v e. 

YOUR NAME PRINTED HERE 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

YOUR ADDRESS 
YOUR PHONE 


(Dictated not read) 


SUBJECT:_ 

F°L D f Dear Eric: 


1884 Hawaiian Quarter 


DATE:. 


5-1-62 


I forgot to mention in my first letter, that we can get the ball 
rolling, if you will send me your 1884 Hawaiian Quarter in gold, with 

a realistic price. I believe that I can “get” &20Q0.00, or say 

$1750.00 at least, for this fantasy. I sold the set of three pieces, 
eighth dollar, quarter and half dollar in platinum, a year or so ago, 
for $4000.00. Would you take $1500.00 for your piece, subject to my 
being able to move it? If we get over what we plan, we will up vour 
cost accordingly. Any money obtained will be used as a down payment 
on the Colonial paper money. Let me hear from you as soon as possible. 


PLEASE REPLY TO ► SIGNED 


Sincerely, 

John J. Ford, Jr 






DATE 


SIGNED 


SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 

GRAYARC CO.. BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 


DETACH THIS COPY - RETAIN FOR ANSWER 


May 9, 1962 


Mr. John J.Ford, Jr. 

Ford Numismatic Publieations 
P.O.Box 

Rockville Centre, Long Island, New lork 
Dear John: 

I am pleased that you and Charles are going to 
work on the Boyd Colonial paper money but I have 
heard that song before. I will just see what 
happens. Above all, I want you to know that the 
understanding is that the entire group is to be 
offered to me as a collection. Since you use the 
words “purchase and retail ,? , that means to me that 
you are not the agents for Mrs. Boyd but are buy- 
ing it from her and plan to resell to me. I need 
not remind you that I helped you considerably in 
obtaining the inside track but I am not unmindful 
of your close relationship to the situation dur- 
ing Fred's life. I’here is only one problem -- 
Is John Ford going to collect paper money too? 
There will be loads of duplicates between my col- 
lection and Boyd's and we can work this out for 
your firm's welfare. All I care about is 
being offered a collection with any gems or even 
any junk picked out. I have asked you for a list 
and I believe Walter made one and I have never 
been given the list. I have no desire to keep 
either Charles or you from making money or from 
collecting. You just must realize that I am not 
one of the professionals you are accustomed to 
deal with. 

As you requested, my Confederate Half weighs 190^ 
grains . 

I received the comments which Don is writing on 
the Zerbe 180U and 180£ pieces and am enclosing a 
copy of what I am writing him. 


Mr. John J.Ford, Jr 


It seems as though Kosoff has contracted, a severe 
case of os teoheiraer litis. 

As to the Cohen Colonial paper money sale, I would 
like to have it very much as I do not have it on 
hand. 

As to the Hawaiian gold piece, I will await action 
on the Colonial paper money before taking that 
matter up seriously. 

I look forward to hearing from you, as always. 


Since rely. 


ERIC P.NEWHAN 


EPN/atb 




May 29, 1962 


JOHN J. FOR D, J R. 



176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I., N. Y. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I have your letters of April 27 th and May 9th last, 
addressed to FNP. In the future, unless you are specifically 
ordering books, with which I have no direct connection, I 
would appreciate your addressing mail to my home address as 
above . 

I trust that Mr. Amelingmeier has been taking good 
care of you, so far as he can. He probably has very few 
books that you specifically need, and you will have to wait 
until I finally get organized and dig into my library. I 
have many duplicates of fine books, and perhaps at that 
time will be able to assist you. 

I would very much appreciate your making corrections 
in regards to the draft of the Standard Catalogue, con- 
cerning Colonials, which you have. I djd not understand 
if you wanted to continue further re the Standard Catalogue, 
and if you would like to, you could first of all help me 
by writing a series of introductions. I can outline what 
ones are needed. The Colonial section already has, in part, 
some introductions, but I would have to see the manuscript 
again, to outline the grand plan. I am now working on the 
half cents, typing the material up directly the way it would 
be for the printer. If you didn’t want to stop with the 
introductions, and wanted to put together (i.e. re type 
correctly) the Colonial section, I certainly would appreciate 
it. In any event, I think that I would limit my request to 
you tcrli lot of introductions and perhaps putting the Colonial 
section into shape. 

Of course, you could look over the entire book when it 
is completed, picking up any errors that I might make else- 
where . 

I am not in a position to financially reimburse you 
for the time involved, but I could give you some of the 
books you need so badly, for your cooperation. Of course, 


JOH N J. FORD, JR. 


Page 2 - Mr. Eric P. Newman. 

all this is really for a sense of satisfaction, as the coin 
business does need a good book. 

As you may or may not have heard, our mutual friend 
Dick Johnson is no longer with "Coin World." He left last 
Saturday, over a disagreement re remuneration. Early in 
the week, he tried to put an article by Don Taxay into print 
with an answer by Abe Kosoff (which I obtained), together 
with final remarks by Taxay, and this precipitated some 
disagreement. I believe that I was the catalyst that 
brought Johnson to Amos - and Amos to Johnson, and am very 
sorry to see the situation deteriorate so. 

Since writing to you about the Boyd Colonial paper money, 
several things have happened. Don Taxay has already left us, 
and will not return until next spring. This again leaves me 
with a tremendous work load, plus the Standard Catalogue. 

There is so much old business, even before Boyd, that I do 
not know where to begin. The Boyd Colonial paper money is 
not a "collection" as you call it, but a messed-up, completely 
fouled-up hoard. Much of it is thrown loose in boxes, com- 
pletely unassorted, the way it left Ringoes in 1957 - in fact, 
some of it has probably been mixed-up since it was obtained 
either from Raymond or Prosky. Walter never made a list, 
nor did Walter ever attempt to! I have received your message, 
which is probably the same thing that I would say were I in 
your shoes. 

I do not know if I told you, but Lee Hewitt has likewise 
turned down Taxay 's article on the 1804-05 dollars, and I have 
not heard from "The Numismatist." Hewlitt was afraid of a 
libel suit. 

I will send you out the Colonial paper money sale 
catalogue in the next couple of days. This will be with my 
compliments and does not have any strings attached to it. 

So far as your Hawaiian gold restrike is concerned, we may 
as well forget it. I do not like "tie-in" deals of any 
kind, but prefer to deal in each instance and in each situation 
on their own respective merits. Not being "professional," 
you are probably not aware that I would have been doing you 
a favor moving you out on the Hawaiian piece. I suggest that 
you keep it, and enjoy it in good health! 

My greatest wish, is that our relationship could be 
strictly numismatic and non-commercial, as you are a very 
difficult cookie in the latter field. Even so, with all your 
vices, you will be number one in my book, even when you get 
to the point where you don't speak to me. 

Very best personal regards. 



John J . Ford, Jr. 


JJFtdn 


June 6, 1962 


Mr. John J.Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Cente r 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

Dick Johnson is coming to see me next weekend and 
I am sincerely disappointed at the turn of events 
which befell him. I am sure you are, also. He 
had found his opening and made the most of it and 
for them not to compensate him well for his leader 
ship is unfortunate. 

I have sent Mr. Amelingmeier a check for the books 
I certainly am handicapped without certain books 
which you wrote me you had in duplicate, parti- 
cularly Snowden on the Mint Collection, the old 
Nuraisma, etc. The Cohen Paper Money Sal© cata- 
logue will be a great help. 

I heard from Taxay that you heard there is going 
to be some suing over the 180U Dollar book but 
I assume it is at most merely idle chatter. 

You seem to be working on the Half Cent material 
and not on the Standard Catalogue. I certainly 
feel that Taxay* s departure has been a material 
set back to your timing with respect to the 
Standard Catalogue. The manuscript of the Stand- 
ard Catalogue which you turned over to me seems 
to be much of Taxay * s work. It would be a pleasure 
for me to edit and revise the Colonial section 
if I had the time but this is more work than I 
can possibly dream of doing. Both of us Just 
need more time. 

I am fully familar with what you call the Boyd 
"fouled up hoard of Colonial paper money", having 
gone over virtually all of it from time to time. 


Pa ge 2 

Hr* John J* Ford, Jr 


June 6, 1962 


The way it left Ringoes is good enough for me* 

The red-brown envelopes are virtually all dupli- 
cates but the rest of the material, while not 
neat, is in organized disorder* 

My son is graduating from High School* My daughter 
is engaged. 1 have to make a business trip this 
month* Then I will study your t&ndard Catalogue 
problems further. 

I got a nice letter from Olga Raymond in answer 
to a condolence letter I wrote to her many years 
ago* 

If you can figure out what is going on in this nutty 
numismatic business, I wish you would advise me* 

The recent Coin world has an editorial that their 
policy is that copies of coins must have the word 
"copy” stamped on them and, nevertheless, they 
advertise copies of coins which, of course, do 
not have such markings. In addition, Fuld has 
written a letter to the Editor which is published 
in the June 8 Coin b’crld and it has me completely 
floored. The citations are wrong, some non- 
existent, and there is no justification for one 
of the wise cracks. It doesn’t sound like George. 

Kindest regards, and thanks. 


S? nee rely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E N/atb 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

FROM 

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSOM AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 

TO SPECIAL DELIVERY AIR MAIL 

6ii50 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis Mo. 


SUBJECT: Your letter of June 6, 1962 

DATE: June 8, 1962 


: ° LD * Dear EPN: 


This is in immediate re o ly to y our letter of the sixth . T w antto catch you idiile 

Dick Johnson is visting you. He called me on Sunday nigvt, May 2£th, the day after he 

told t ig ht Trad A m os off. I . put Amos on to Dick, and DU on to Amos, and am side that 

they thought that they could do without horn, after he "made” the rag. Without a real 

Num i smat i st on the staff t hey should do w ell from here on out. T am u sing Tha t lit tle 

influence I have to cut back their advertising and contributions. 

A f you know, I have the Standard Cata l ogue on my back. I am paying PER a stron g fi ve 

figure price for the whole works, copyrights and all. I also have Breen's Half Cent manu- 
script and his Jersey Cent ma n u scri pt. You have a Fugio and Connect -imit manuscript . Ther e 
are others (Vermont Cents, etc.) available. Fred Marckhoff can do the first volume (paper) 
_of my "Money of the .American West." Amelingmeier is 


books. You have an "Education Society," some dough around the house, and know the ins and 
outs. All we nee d is an EDUDOR, and Dick Johnson certainly fits the h-m . Why rrmi^n't 
I make a deal with him for a big share of the profits on the Standard Catalogue, and why 
couldn't you set up a publis h ing deal, where we compile and publish hooka, which jnn pay 


for, and which you give to some cooperative institution, and then, FNP sells and distribu- 
_ tes for the institution? I do not want to make money particularly, but T do want to 
the boobs educated and get this nutty business on an even keel. We have the opportunity- 
what can we do with it? 


You are no more handicapped than I am re the absence of most of my library. George 

Paid must be under s edation. I wrote either in the 19H0 or Hi "Coin Collectors Hmnnum 

re the 178? "Half Dollar" and similar junk... look it up, my set is buried someplace. 
1 9211 working on the Half Cent section of th e SC, not WB's wwrkl Let me know what issn.« of 

DI yOU ne ?f^n I,n ^ and send « Taxa y d * d Colonial sectipp, with mess of info 

PLEASE REPLY TO > SIGNED i grave him . .. Have fun- ,TJF 



DATE 


SIGNED 


S b E Skl™? T L AND PINK COPIES with CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 



Mr. John J.ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre, L. I* New York 

Dear John: 

I spent Sunday afternoon with Dick Johnson. He feels 
he was not treated right by the newspaper and al- 
though they offered him more money he thinks that 
his value is in excess of what was offered. Dick, 
apparently, deems himself best qualified in pro- 
motion advertising and news work rather than editor- 
ship. He has some propositions which he wishes to 
investiga te . 

I wish that the tuatter between himself and Amos 
could be patched up but, apparently, Margo Russell, 
as nice a person as I have always found, her, is 
upsetting the situation. Sv,e is the wife of the 
City Editor of the Sidney News. 

Primarily, he .just needs a vacation and an oppor- 
tunity to recover from bis disappointment in his 
former boss. How they published his last editorial, 
I do not know, but it is not in very good taste. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC ?. JEWHAN 


E N/fitb 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 


1 West 47th Street 

New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


June 15, 1962 


a irmail 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

Many thanks for your note of June 12 th, re Dick Johnson. 

I do not know what Dick is going to promote, but I do 
have a damn good idea that Mrs. Russell, the neophyte numis- 
matist, wants to be the new Editor of “Coin World . " 

I have given your "Numisma" list to Mrs. Neary, and we 
shall send you on Monday as many of the ones that you need that 
we can locate. 

The Cohen catalog is still on my desk, and will be sent 
off to you this week end. 

I never seem to get caught up, but I am going to get the 
"Standard Catalogue" out if it is the last thing I ever do! 


Hurriedly, and with very best regards, I remain 

Sincerely , 


JJF:dn 



Jr. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


REPLY MESSAGE 


THIS FORM AVAILABLE FROM GRAYARC CO., 882 THIRD AVE., BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

FROM 

New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

1 WEST 47TH ST. 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

TO Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

tUU — W a oil lug uO n — AV 0 • 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

SUBJECT- Robert Bashlow productions, othp.r matters 

DATE : June 22, 1962 _ 


FOLP ^ Dear Eric; 


After talking to you the other day. I called up Mr. Bashlow, the youthful promoter , 

^ ' and asked him to send me up a set of both of his productions for you, as well as a se t 




for my reference collection. T told him that you disliked his “junk” even more so than 


T f which upset him somewhat. Since discovering that I couldn»t discourage Bashlow in 

\ r his manufacturing operation T have attempted to guide him (-tea? some degree of s uccess), 
P x in an effort to make his wares less dangerous than they might otherwi se have been,. ..Me 


£ 

-v 


5T *- 

> ^ are sending you the five pieces under separate cover. You might note that all differ 




5 . 






from earlier impressions j and that the chances of any being confused with, or being 


^ 0 ^ altered to resemble, earlier strikes, is quite small, T am quit e confident tliat.._my 

K original CSA Cent(s), and my Haseltine ree LLrlgsg-, will not suffer in comparison with, 
the Bashlow issues. 


s 


Tf you are not happy with my proposed trade (personal ) , ask for something else. 

PLEASE REPLY TO ► SIGNED 





DATE 


SIGNED 

SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32. N. Y. 


INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


DETACH THIS COPY- RETAIN FOR ANSWER 


June 26, 1962 


Hr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, Hew York 

Dear John: 

I have not had an opportunity to go into the open 
matters but wanted to tell you that I have inform- 
ation that many years ago the Secret Service in- 
vestigated Ira S. Reed, of Philadelphia, and that 
this investigation involved the 1913 Nickel and 
could have also involved the milled edges on the 
1^ and 50 pieces. 

This file may still exist and I am wondering if 
your friends at the Secret Service are in a 
position to inquire whether it does exist. Per- 
haps another Philadelphia dealer wa3 investigated 
but T have no information of that nature. 

Please leu me know whether you have any thoughts as 
to how this matter could be investigated. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


B.N/a tb 


PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 

id- ■ on-fice^iises — TTtrperty^of 
MR. & MRS. JOSEPH B. STACK^ 

178TT1 VV exiord Terrace, T amuica — Estates, 
JAMAICA, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
Directions: Car— Grand Central Park- 
way to Exit 14 (179th St. & Midland 
Parkway) — Subway — Last stop on 
Independent Subway, Jamaica Line. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 30th — 10 A. M. 


MODERN FURNISHINGS— Bleached Oak Din- 
ing Room Set, Ladies Wal. Desk, Inlaid Mah. 
& Black Carved Paneled Cabinets. Hall Seat, 
Fireside Bench. Mah. 4-Post Bed, Bureau 
Chest of Drawers. Mirrors. CHAIRS— Wind- 
sor, Dutch Marquetry, Upholstered Arm and 
Wing. Corner Seat. TABLES— Inlaid Lac- 
quered & Iron Coffee Tables, Gate Leg, Mah. 
Pie Crust £ fiaw Buck. Hi-Fi Set & Records. 
Pool Table, IBfenches. 12’ Bar. Ficks-Reed 
Rattan Foam Rubber Porch Set, Iron Lawn 
Furniture. Marshall & Wendell Grand Piano- 
Upright Piano. Velvet Pile Carpeting. 
CHINA. SILVER. Bric-a-brac. Rose Quartz 
Lion. Chinese Gong, Famille Rose Vase 
Crystal Prism Urns, Painted Tole Chandelier. 
50 German, Alaskan & Chinese Ivory and 
Bone Carvings. Chinese Ceremonial Princess 
Head Dress, etc. G.E. Refrigerator, Electro- 
lux, Hand Tools. Over 400 items. 

Books & incidental Items Sold during Exhibit. 

EXHIBIT: JUNE 29th — 10 A. M.— 5 P. M. 


(House Phone Dial 212 JA 6-4569) 


O. RUNDLE GILBERT, Auctioneer 


505 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 7'2414 


Garrison-on-Hudson, 
New York 
GArrison 4-3657 ’ 


- 


June 28, 1962 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrick son Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, Hew York 

Lear John: 

This is official thanks for the Confederate 
Cent reproductions and the Continental Dollar 
reproductions. The former are more taiserable 
in appearance than I dreamed that they could 
be. When the South rises again these won’t 
even pass. 

ine Continental Dollars are exactly the same 
thickness as the previous strikes and I believe 
Bowers said they would not be. I don’t worry 
about them so much because nothing genuine ever 
got close to them. 

^ see in the Numismatist the announcement of 
the expulsion of Mr. Bashlcw from the ANA and 
be_ieve that you should consider the impli- 
cations. 

i and my associates received a little shock 
at the auction of the Joseph B. Stack home 
ii. mi swings . The Chinese gong included among 
the Items should be retained for the business. 

Sincerely , 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWMAH 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 

C/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

FROM 

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 

TO 

4 00 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


SUBJECT: Letters of June 26th and 28th last 



FOLD ^ Dear EPN: 


The Secret Service Trent after Reed re the 1933 Double Eagle (s)» I never heard or 

knew that he had anything to do with the 1913 Nickels > While he was the boy who played 

with the 1937 coins. I never knew that they bothered him about them. My contacts are only 

good on the local scene re enforcement, and have no access to Washington records » I wish 

that they had* The Bashlow Continental Dollar strikes are the same as the Bowers white 

metal Impressions, and. mo3t of the Elder strikes from the dies, NONE are as thick as 

the Dickinson 1876 impressions. I should know. I have examples of all. Bashlow is out of 

the AM because he plead guilty to a minor offense, of which forty other people are gu ilty 

of* that I know of, including ANA "holier than thou” types* Bashlow deserves fair play. 

The enclosed six notes were sent to me by B> A. Seaby at $30. for the lot. If interested, 

make check out to B» A» Seaby, and forward to me to send along. The Delaware 20/, Feb, 28 . 

17U6 is a dog, but is the first I have seen of this Ifran&Lin r arity* Busy as h — 11 Will 

get stuff out shortly... just be patient, 

PLEASE REPLY TO »• SIGNED ZMryvf Ford. Jr, 


DATE 


SIGNED 


S b E r N o5k L ^1 T n. v AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


I 


Julyll,1962 


Mr. John J.Ford. Jr. 
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Dear Johns 

Congratulations on the national publicity on 
the 1799 cent sale. That will do you more good in the 
auction world than all the advertising that you could 
do • It ought to make Charles very satisfied with the 
effectiveness of a New York auction by a reliable firm 
and the need for such an auction facility. Keep it up. 

I am sorry to return the 6 notes from Seaby 
which you were nice enough to send me. I already had 
all of them including the "rarity” 171*6 Delaware which 
you say you had not seen, even though if you looked in 
pile on the backroom floor you would see them. 

I am going to write the secret service in 
Washington and see what they say about the Reed file. 

You told me that you expect to make 20$ on 
selling to me and 20$ on buying from me on anyexchange. 

This is hard for me to understand as you make the full 
amount on whatever I get from you if it is yours, such 
as this lGi New York 17h6. You bought this somewhere 
for very little and so you make whatever difference 
between buying it and selling or exchanging it. However 
you do not follow your own system in valuing my coins. 

The 1859 S quarter v.f. is catalogued at 175 and you 
value it at $25. The 1932 D. quarter ex f. is catalogued 
at $1*5 and you val ue i t at $15. The Canadian medals of 
George II sell at $XHSX.$25 and you use the $2.50 price 
which Johnson put on the envelope in 1935-9. Others are 
closer to being in line. All I can do is to plead with 
you not to try to play larceny with me as it disappoints 
me. I dont expect any bargains from you as you are both 
entitled to a good living. When you value a 17U6 N.Y. 
at $100 and say that it is not in Boyd’s collection and 
unknown in major collections it grieves me to tell you 
that it is 5 blocks away in nth e New York Public Library, 
it is in the Scott paper money catalogue and is in a 
few other collections I know of. Besides your piece is 
torn completely in half and^ poorly repaired.. I still 
would like to have it but I"*” know it is wrong to put it 
in the class of the 1709 urx± New York material even 
though these first issues are commoner. They are the big size 
tjcpE and they are the first issue and they are unc. 

We will work these matters out but I dont want 
to have to Norweb on you. If we were in the Moscow Coin 
Museum S±xh and doing only research and writing and collecting 
we would be a great combination. Horse trading is your 
meat and I am not a wheeler and dealer. I may be eccentric 
but otherwise I would, not be in Numismatics as that is 
a sine qua non. 

Should I ask Taxay to write up the 1913 Liberty 

head nickel with me. I think we have enough information 

the, boat . 

My best to you. 


X 

l 

t- 

s 

w 
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to rock 


New Netherlands Coin Co., inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 
c/o Edison Bros. Stores 
ItOO Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


b /*/' 


Please accept this form as a receipt for the following: 

_„^S*QQ..j(Ear.ft„£ErUnc^ only) 


l..l.m...im...Z5.L.W...... 


15.A.Q0. 

..2Z.n5Q...iLlk,.. 

sale, 

- .... 5 . 9.00 


cord, our last 


10.00 


.medal.. t ....EE.. j£,0Q„ 


1 1739 Marq ue, B- 508, Canad a, VG 
1.18 59 1^ Canada ^ str uck off-cente r, V 
1 . 1/1/78 St. Lawr enc e Excu rsi o n s ilve 

Jte&a-l&ate 

lx 5 o 

Above valuations for tr a de purposes only. 


It is our understanding that the above were given to us for 
resale at the figures listed net to us □ { were given to us for 
resale at the highest possible figure listed, less our commission 
of % □ ; were given to us for purposes of identification, au- 

thentication, pedigree or photography, and are valued (for purposes 
of record) at the values indicated Q . 

The above items will be returned upon request, or prior to the 

date of ....l-QA/aT 


are to be fully 

> 


While in our possession, the above 

insured at the valued’ indicated*. 



Upon return of the items^listed above, n> 
stipulated, we would appreciate rettun of this receipt. 

Very truly yours. 


£■ amour 





NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO., INC. 


Rare C<>ins, Medals & Paper Money - Bought & Sold 

New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc,. 


SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47th STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 


S 2445 


Phones PLaza 7 5245-6 


TO 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
C/o Edison Bros. Stores 


1*00 Wasinjigton-A-ve.. Louis. 2 , Mo. . 


SHIPPED VIA- 


DATE- 


y */ 


6 < 2 - 


QUAN. 

DATE 

DENOM. 

CONDITION 

REMARKS 

AMOUNT 

1 

1/11/78 

$l*o 

EF-AU 

Ct ‘ft YORK TOWN; 12550 

1 s/? 12. 

50 





(Best one we havej) 



1 

Vll/78 

$5 

VG 

Ct'ft YORK TOWN- 

/Z 10. 

00 

1 

2/26/77 

$30 

G 

Ct‘ft 

£ 5. 

00 





(Due to Breen’s influence j 







we paid more for these 







fakes than we would have 







for genuine notes.) 



1 

5/3/75 

2/ 

VG 

R.I. Sgd. by Bowler. RRR 







asterisked issue; not in 

1 






Sco tt. 

60. 

00 ' 

X 

I4/20/SL 

3d 

Crisp 

Pa. No. 11956 

/? 30. 

00 

1 

3/16/85 

l8d 

F-VF 

Pa. No. 12001* 

23- 

50 

1 

3/16/85 

2/6d 

Fine 

Pa. No. 13572 

20. 

00 

1 

3/16/85 

20/ 

VG 

Pa. No. 31180 

K 20. 

00 

1 

8/21/75 

$8 

VG; imp. 

N.C. RRR asterisked issue, 

Uo. 

00 

1 

5/15/79 

$50 

VF 

N.C. RR denomination 

30. 

00 

1 

12/1768 

ho / 

VF; imp. 

N.C. RRR asterisked issue, 

50. 

00 

1 

6/114/57 

30/ 

Crisp 

N.J. Magnificent ccnditioi 

1*0. 

00 

1 

10/16/8 

D $500 

EF 

Va. No. 199li2 

18. 

00 





TAX 







POSTAGE 







1 




THESE GOODS ARE SENT ON CONSIGNMENT AND APPROVAL FOR 10 DAY! 
CA^-MS PAID-FOR SAME T ° THE ABOVE mercha NDISE DOES NOT PASS 


FROM 

UNTIL 


Rare Coins, Medals & Paper Money - Bought & Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47th STREET 

i 

NEW YORK 36. N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7 5245-6 


Date Dec. 1, 1962 

Sold to 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Bros. Stores 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


August 10, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores 
400 Washington Ave. 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 


We are sending you herewith, as per the enclosed invoice, the 
various Colonial and Continental notes you picked out while in our 
office. I have taken note of the memo you sent me, concerning these, 
and picked out the very best $40. "York town" that we had, and put 
back the $200., $300., and $400. , Virginia, October 16th, 1?80 notes. 
(All of which you apparently have Unc.). 

You will also find enclosed herewith, list of the material you 
left with us, together with my "trade-in" valuations. 

Now, all you have to do, is to make up a list of the medals and 
other stuff I picked out, and put on individual trade valuation on 
each. Figure the 1746 N.Y. note at $100., against the valuations 
on your material. 

I have tried to be fair in my prices both ways, in accordance 
with your letter of July 11th. Your 1932"D" quarter is a rubbed V.F., 
and not E.F. The valuation on this and the lo59"S" quarter, are 
predicated upon what they actually sell for, and not the Yeoman 
valuation. Send me some coins at Whitman underprices and you will find 
out that this works both ways. 

You may not be a "wheeler-delaer" but there is no reason why we 
can not trade bn a mutually satisfactory basis. If the items I picked 
out from the lot you took back, came to over $100., and they un- 
doubtedly will, take what you need on my trade also from our invoice 

s-2445. 

I have been tied up recently with our beloved President's Executive 
Order of July 20th, and in getting "Junk" together for the Detroit show. 

Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 
NEW 


JJF :dn 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic 



COIN CO. INC, 


, Jr. 
Catalogues 


«A 


sN 


New Netherlands Coin C©.» Inc. 


Page 2 - Mr. Eric P. Newman 


P.S. I picked up the enclosed fragile pamphlet while in Washington 
recently, from Mr. Ellis Edlowitz, 1010 Vermont Avenue N.W. , 
Washington 5, D.C. This 1803 pamphlet, Edlowitz wants to trade for 
two or three relatively scarce or rare District of Columbia notes 
that he needs in his collection. If interested, corresponded with 
him. If not, return to him after you have photostated the damn 
thing. Send him a letter of explanation, either way. 


August 24, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I have just discovered a small magazine, which 
was published at the turn of the century, entitled 
"Sound Currency." Although many issues have in- 
formation more in the economic field than in numis- 
matic, some of them are of extraordinary interest 
numismatic al ly . 

I am sending you herewith, with my compliments, 
four odd issues, which were duplicates in an in- 
complete run I recently purchased. Please advise if 
you want me to obtain for you additional copies, as 
I locate them. 


Very best personal regards. 

Sincerely , 



Ford, Jr 


JJF:dn 






August 30, 1962 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John : 

Thank you for sending me the Colonial paper money. 

I find that I have 7 of then already and an return- 
ing the same herewith. 

I also want to thank you for the Sound Currency 
reports and will put them in ray library. Unfor- 
tunately this material is net properly indexed 
so that one can never find anything of this type 
if he were looking for it. 

For the present I cannot do anything to work on 
the exchange because I am revising "The Fantastic". 
I rewrote 60 pages last weekend and the type is 
being set this week. I presume I will finish 
checking page proofs during Labor Day weekend so 
that the book can hit the pre3ses/soon thereafter 
as possible. They are advertising the book with 
no books to deliver. As I told you, I have a 
copy of the uncorrected anu bound page proofs 
for your library which you may have when the re- 
leased publication is out. 

Best regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


9 - 


/ 


REPLY MESSAGE 


THIS FORM AVAILABLE FROM GRAYARC CO., 882 THIRD AVE„ BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 


Mr T F.r-io P. Nemnan 

FROM 

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE. N. Y. 

TO C/o Edison Brothers Stores 

iiOO Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2. Mo. 


SUBJECT: Magazine. "Sound Currency” 

DATE : Sept. 18. 196? 


FOLP ^ Dear Eric: 


I am continuing to pick up individual copies and limited runs of the above, by writin g 

various book dealers and scouts. It has been a pleasure to send you odd numbers T find in 
duplicate. but when I find a decent run ('which runs into a couple of dollars’). I feel T 
should ask you to pay for it. Accordingly. I am sending you Vol. II, Nos. 1-12 complete, 
Vol» V. No* Hi, and the Indexes to Vols. VI and VII. As you can see from the enclosed, 
these cost me $7 »50 (with Vol. VIII, Nos. 1-1|), so I think I & ould ask you $5. I hate to 
sound cheap, but (1) I am NOT rich, and (2) I feel you SHOULD have these. Note the his- 
torical articles on States in the banking business (among others), and I think you’ll 
agree -with me that this magazine is a real "sleeper," particularly if anything is done on 


Obsolete Paper. You should see the issue I have on South Carolina Colonial Currency (no 



DATE 


SIGNED 


GR ata R cco. S b E r N o5™1 T L AND pink copies with carbons intact, pink copy is returned with reply. 


AVISHAI BOOKS 

BOX 463, COOPER STA. 

NEW YORK 3, NEW YORK 


INVOICE 


NO BED/3362 
Sept. 14,1962. 

DATE 1 

John J. Ford, Jr. 

SOLD TO SHIPPED TO 

176 Hendrickson Avenue SAKE 

Rockville Centre, N.Y. 


YOUR ORDER NO. 

Letter 9.5.62. 

OUR ORDER NO. 

SALESMAN 


DLO 

DATE SHIPPED 

9.15.62. 

, 

SHIPPED VIA 

PP 

F.O.B. 

TERMS 

C.O.R. 

QUANTITY 

ORDERED 

QUANTITY 

SHIPPED 

STOCK NUMBER/DESCRIPTION 

PRICE j PE' | AMOUNT 

1 

1 

Fos sett. Colorado, Its Gold A Silver Mine! 

l 

1 

0 

>.* 

• 




Sound Currency: 








Vol. VIII Nos. 1,2,3, 4 

— 






V Hob. 14 

II Nos. 1-12 








Index To Vol. VII and VI 

In Total: 19 pieces 


jj 


D 




POflf.fl-gTA 

4 






— Total 


•MR 




| GrayLjno ) FORM 44-401 3-PARTS 

PRODUCT OF WIUSON JONES COMPANY ©1961 _ 

DUPLICATE 



Rare Coins, Medals & Paper Money - Bought & Sold 



SOLD TO 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 


c/o Edison Bros. Stores 
m-QQ Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


QUAN. 

DATE 

DENOM. 

CONDITION 

REMARKS 

AMOUNT 

I 




STATEMENT AS OF 
8-9-62 

fOfi COMPARISON 

TAX 

POSTAGE 

S 

223 

50 

1 
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October 19, 1962 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickeon Avenue 
Rockeville Centre 
Long Island, New Xork 

Dear John: 

With respect to the Taxay book, I have been on vaca- 
tion, and I Just had the opportunity to read the manu- 
script. 

I wrote on August 8, 1962 and gave him certain sug- 
gestions which have not yet been incorporated. As you 
know, I made prior suggestions at various times, parti- 
cularly on July 31 » 1962. 

I have reread the material and feel that it requires 
a great deal of work. It definitely needs an index, 
particularly with reference to the coins discussed. 

The illustrations I have never seen and are very im- 
portant. The citations are almost non-existent and 
this is a very serious situation. 

On page 7-A the closing of Machin’s ^ills in 1791 is a 
figment of Walter’s imagination and the correspondence 
which Crosby quotes. On the same page he should refer 
to my Vermont ? 'Enigraa B article and not say that the 
hub devices on Vermont coppers are identical to those 
found on British halfpence as it is only on a couple 
of the British halfpence that they are found. 

Correcting the 180U Dollar information will require our 
book and I wonder whether you have sent him the copy 
which I asked Bressett to mail to New Netherlands for 
that purpose. 

Galley 22 needs a lot of correction. Incidentally, 
Vattemare never said anything about the 180k Dollar 
and this is an unsupported conclusion. 




October 19, 1962 


Pag® 2 

Mr. John J. Ford, «Jr. 


on ?2 -a no one said that the son who made the re- 

It was not as pointed out in our book, v.&lter was in 
error In "The fendetta". 


Pai-e Sit. The specific reference to Kenneth Bressett is 
not accurate, nor is the da ® loo9» 

The number of restrikes struck off was at least 9, end 
not ?, as 2 were destroyed. 


The fourth line from the bottom on galley 30 h&s a typo- 
graphical error which may be missed. 


On 32, the name is Vagner. It should *1*# *>« f®*®*®* r 
out that Samuel Brown was an employe of Jie J ~ nt v v 
gave Xaxay all of the detail. 


This book needs careful proofreading as there are quan- 
tities of errors. 


I really think this book is load® a with .«-n.*cres ig 
material which baa nev^r been published. It needs tu be 
published although some of it is repetition 
has been published before and I think the »*oticn on 
Jackson tokens Is completely out oi place, hevert-. 8 » 
that Is up to the writer. 


I have insisted that he show that the Bash low lodis were 
struck from transfer dies and if that change I® 
mad© it will be necessary for ae to comment upon it 

subsequently • 


John, I sincerely do not see bow you have the time to 
go over this manuscript and polish it. it would be a 
shame to publish such fine material in such an incomplete 
manner. It deserves the careful finishing which will 
make it important. X feel that if faxay cannot work 
on it while he is in India it should wait until he 
returns. You may not agree with me but it is not 
essential that it be released Immediately, ^ne 
else is going to publish this material, without citation 
and careful wording a reader might lose confidence -n 
one portion and would therefore be unimpressed with 
other portions. 


Page 3 

Mr* John J. Ford, Jr. 


i'he Introduction la extreaely echo 



too long, the definition portion should b© a sep- 
arate section* 

X would like to write bon, in India, after being 
brought up to date on what he is doing about the book 
as I know nothing about what has gone on sine© your 
letter of feptember 11. 

Please let me know if X can be of further help. 


Sincerely yours. 


KRIC P. MEWMAH 


EPN/atb 
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Rare Coins , Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N, Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


October 26, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

Mr. Robert Bashlow, of this City, has prepared a new "restrike" 
which he intends to have manufactured and to promote. A specimen of 
this item is enclosed herewith, for your examination and information. 

This is one of the first few samples made, and I asked Bashlow for a 
few to send out. 

Contrary to misguided opinion in some quarters, I have not been 
(and am not) sympathetic with either the Bashlow manufacturing or 
selling of this sort of material. However, Robert Bashlow has come 
to me for advice, and not being able to talk him out of his seemingly 
successful operations, I decided to advise him to make his productions 
as technically correct and as unoffensive as possible. 

Bashlow has unearthed an obverse die, obviously for a pattern 
J. J. Conway (l86l) half eagle. This die has a peculiar buckle at 
the center, as you can see, and the milling has undoubtedly been added 
around the obverse perifery. Even so, I have examined this obverse 
die, and know that it is authentic. It is possible that this is the 
missing obverse from the set of Conway dies in the Colorado State 
Historical Society. 

Probably the main reason I am sending this piece to you is because 
I suggested part of the reverse design to Bashlow - the use of the 
actual word "RESTRIKE" as part of the reverse design. 

If junk (and I did not put that in quotations) like the enclosed, 
must be made, it should at least be clearly identifiable and technically 
l aw ^ u lly sound. You will note that the plane het is not the thickness 
. i piece, but is thicker. Bashlow has either to make these 

thicker or thinner than the regular U. S. coin, to circumvent the use of 
these pieces as "slugs." 

. Probably the best way to discourage manufacture of these, is to 
ridicule their value either as a collectors item or as an investment 
(.for sale to future collectors). I doubt very much if this type of 
restrike could possibly ever deceive anybody, particularly the way the 
thing has been executed. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


Page 2 - Mr. Eric P. Newman. 


Trusting that this information will prove to be of some interest 
and value to you, I remain 


JJF:dn 


Sincerely, 



John J. Ford, Jr. 



Enel 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

I am replying to your letter of October 26, 1962 
quickly even though I have other unanswered letters 
sent prior to now. 

The fact is that you are giving advice to Mr. Bashlow 
in helping him in his productions. You can justi- 
fy the fact that you are not sympathetic with his 
productions or with the sale of them but, neverthe- 
less, you become involved by advising him. 

ihe sad thing is that those who have subsequently 
advertised his prior productions keep stating that 
they are restrikes, regardless of the fact that they 
are from transfer dies. There is no way of con- 
trolling these ads. 

The new item which you enclosed, I assume, is made 
from a transfer die and the transfer die has had 
beading and a raised rim added so that it is not 
even the same piece and is, therefore, not"from the 
original obverse die" as is stated on the reverse. 

The fact that the word "re strike” is worked into 
the back design is gilding a lily. This could not 
deceive any one. If people actually bought the 
combination of the Sommer Island Hog and the Hudson- 
Fulton metal, then they will buy anything. 

I nave a feeling that Bashlow has taken quite a beat- 
ing even though financially successful and why he 
continues to produce things of this sort I do not know. 






Page 2 

Mr. John 4 * Ford, Jr 


October 30, 1962 


Thank you for advising me of this matter and I am 
only giving you my sincere reactions. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Rare Coins, Medals & Paper Money - Bought & Sold 

New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47th STREET 

i 

NEW YORK 36. N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7 5245-6 

Da~tf~ Nov. 1, 1962 

Sold to 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Bros. Stores 

400 Washington Aw , 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


QUAN. 


DATE 


DENOM. 


CONDITION 


REMARKS 


STATEMENT AS OF 


Aug. 9, 1962 




AMOUNT 


223 


50 


TAX 

POSTAGE 


JOHN J. FORD, JR. 




176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I., N. Y. 


November 6, 19&2 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
4 00 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of October 30th, with comments 
on the Bashlow operation. I hope you do not think that I am 
trying to be a numismatic "Tanus " in advising Bashlow, but I can 
not turn any body down, who seeks honest advice and follows it. 

I did tell him, however, that I thought that the day of "manu- 
factured junk, be it "restrikes " or medals, would soon be over. 
Now to get down to serious business: 


In 1938, after some correspondence with the son of Wm. 
West Bradbeer, I ascertained that Bradbeer* s father had pre- 
pared a detailed manuscript on Colonial and Continental 
currency, subsequent to publishing his book on Confederate 
notes in 1915. 


One of our customers, Mr. Arnold Perl, is interested in 
Continental currency, and being somewhat of a writer, is also 
interested in numismatic literature and publications. I asked 
Arnold to trace down th^^jM^J-osi; Bradbeer manuscript, and, 
he has located it. It m approximately 15 Chapters, 

consisting of 225- 250 pages. Pgrt of it was set in type, but 
apparently either the printer forfed up, or Bradbeer did. It 
commences with ttee 17 page introduction, and individual intro- 
ductions to each State, together with a listing. I am enclosing 
a copy of the Connecticut section, which is indicative of the 
whole, as to both quality, arrangements, and number of errors. 

Mr. Bradbeer would like to see his father’s manuscript 
put into shape and published. Mr. Perl would like to have me 
publish it, providing I can get it out in six to nine months 
time. Ford Numismatic Publications, has less than 100 copies 
of the "Standard Paper Money Catalog, Part I" on hand, and 
we need a new reference-price list, re the series. 

I would like to propose the following: 

(1) That you look over the whole Bradbeer manuscript, make 
corrections, and integrate it with the Raymond listing; 





JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


Page 2. Mr. Eric P. Newman. 


(2) that your corrections can be rough, and that Arnold Perl, 
knowing how to write, can edit from a technical (that is 
correct English) viewpoint; (3) that all three of us, can 
select enough notes from various sources, so as to illustrate 
at least one note from each issue, at least to the extent where 
notes can be located. 

TMs^would not remove the master plan, but make your 
compiling, with the help of the Boyd Collection, subsequent 
to this production, a very specialized work in much greater 
depth. 

I am gathering together every obscure pamphlet and book 
on Colonial and Continental paper to loan you for the major work 
over the long pull. These will not be available until I get 
my affairs straightened, and I think it will all work out 
nicely, as the Bradbeer manuscript seems enough for one hell 
of a good start on an interim work. 

I have not had a chance to check my files of "Sound 
Currency," but will do so shortly. I will send you every 
duplicate that I obtain, as I have buy orders out for any of 
these that can be found. 

I am sending you under separate cover, a book entitled 
"The Scholars Arithmetic," by Daniel Adams, 1822. This item 
will cost you $9.00, which I would like to see at once, if 
you want the book. The value of this work is the extensive 
references to the relative values of "Federal Money" and the 
money of various sections of the country. For instance, see 
page 80 and following pages. I think that this data is quite 
important . 

Please let me have your thoughts, at your earliest 
convenience relative to the proposed Colonial and Continental 
paper venture. 

Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


J JF: dn 



Rare Corns, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co ., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 

November 20, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

4 00 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Mrs. Boyd, within recent months, expressed an Interest as to how 
F. C. C. Boyd's name might be remembered in giving the credit due his 
memory, by our current group of collectors and dealers, many of whom 
were not familiar with either Fred Boyd, his magnificent collections, 
or his extensive numismatic interests. 

I suggested to Mrs. Boyd, that we set up a tax free foundation, in 
the State of New York, called the "F. C. C. Boyd Memorial Foundation." 

The proposed Trustees of this Foundation, were to be, in addition to 
myself, Charles M. Wormser, Mrs. Elvira Clain-Stefanelli, Larry Rosen- 
thal (a New York Attorney known to both Charles and Mrs. Boyd) and Mrs. 
Boyd herself. Mrs. Boyd was going to be elected chairman by the group 
of five Trustees. 

This Foundation was to be endowed by Mrs. Boyd under limiting terms 
of an agreement she made with Fred Boyd's son by his first marriage, when 
the latter contested Fred Boyd's will. It was planned to have other 
people also make contributions for what it was believed would be a very 
worthy purpose. 

The purpose of this proposed foundation, would be to give on a 
yearly basis a gold, silver and bronze medal, plus cash gifts of $1000.00, 
$500.00, and $250.00, to worthy recipients. The Trustees would decide who 
the recipients might be, although it was planned to possibly have a 
separate Nominating Committee make nominations for this purpose. The 
medals were to bear a portrait of F . C. C. Boyd and a suitable reverse 
design, with the phrase "for distinguished numismatic achievement," with 
room left for both the recipients name, the date, and a short description 
of the nature of the achievement. It was planned to give this award'the 
widest possible publicity and to give it for either original research, 
writings, or other achievement of high scientific or practical numismatic 
value. This was to be the "Congressional Medal" of American Numismatics, 
and was not to be similar to the prostituted awards now given for having 
friends in high places. 

The intent was to get together enough money, say in the $50,000.00 
range, over a period of five or so yearsj so that the income from this 
sum would keep the award (and hence Fred Boyd's name) alive indefinitely. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 
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Unfortunately, Mrs. Boyd, is not now as enthused about this idea as 
she was a couple of days ago. She thinks instead, that she might wish 
to make gifts to the Smithsonian from time to time, and she also expressed 
an interest in consulting you about this matter, and again discussing it 
with me. I am writing you this letter, and would appreciate your thoughts 
on the matter. You knew Fred Boyd for many years, you are a lawyer, and 
you have the experience in similar situations. 


Very best personal regards. 


JJF:dn 
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SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 

GRAYARC CO.. BROOKLYN 32. N. Y. 


November lit, 1962 


M r . John J.Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

I am sending you a copy of ray letter to Ken dated, 
today. I thought you should know what is going 
on. Everyone wants to get in the act of publish- 
ing without doing any work. I will appreciate 
being brought up to date by you as to the Bradbeer 
manuscript. 

You were nice to think of me with respect to books 
recently but, unfortunately, I already have the 
exact same edition of the Scholar's Arithmetic 
and know you can benefit another person with it. 

I will check the miscellaneous group of Sound 
Currency pamphlets as some of mine are out on 
loan • 

Among other things I bought, for $2.00, less dis- 
count, the 1953 Standard Paper Money Catalogue, 
Part 2, and would appreciate it if I could ex- 
change this for something else. I do not have 
Bowen on Michigan Currency and if you want to 
send me that on a discount basis with this credit 
that will be fine. I certainly appreciate your 
desire to help me with my library needs and I 
wish I had time to do all the things I want to do. 

I am overwhelmed by the nice things that have 
been and are being written about "The Fantastic" 
and again wish to express ray appreciation for 
your encouragement on this subject made a long 
time ago in the Numisma. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


November f>, 1962 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 

Dear Ken : 

With respect to your mention of publishing a book 
on Colonial and Continental Currency, I not only 
have a great deal of interest but have been assemb- 
ling information on the subject for years. 

If Lester ^erken feels that Arnold Perl could do 
a creditable job on these notes I would like to 
know whether Perl has ever done any numismatic 
research of a complicated nature. 

I have almost no respect for Bradbeer’s work because 
it is so full of guesses. I don’t mind mistakes 
but fictitious filler material is bad. 

I wonder if it would be possible for Mr. Perl to 
let me see what Bradbeer has done. Perhaps it 
would be best for you to ask to see the Bradbeer 
material and then send it to me. I will not use 
any of it without appropriate permission. 

John Ford wants me to do the Colonial and Contin- 
ental material for him and there is where the matter 
sits. 

Please follow up on this subject promptly as I think 
it is important. 

Thanks for being frank with me on this matter. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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Mr. John J.Ford, Jr 


1962 


November 8, 


let, this subject is so complex that perhaps the 
publication of Bradbeer's work, without any changes, 
may bring about corrections and additions which 
will enable a worthwhile Colonial paper money work 
to be produced. If Bradbeer’s work is published 
as Bradbeer’s, there can be no harm done but the 
problem is selling a book of that type. 

Please let me hear from you promptly after you find 
out who is going to control the manuscript. 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEVfMAN 


EPN/atb 
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My friend, Arnold Perl, has delivered to me a copy of the balance of the Bradbeer 
manuscript. Accordingly, I am sending it on to yon as follows? 
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Bradbeer Preface 
General Introduction 


1 page 

17 pages (dates the manuscript... must be changed ) 


Delaware 

Georgia 


5 pages 

10 pages Including the Connecticut pages (sent 
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New Hampshire 
Maryland 


Massachusetts 
New Jersey 


10 pages to you on Nov. 6), this comes out to 

8_. pages a bout 200 pages. (These Bradbeer page s 


19 pages each equal a page of set type.) Add on 
-13. pa ges 75 additional pages for illustrations. 
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New York 
North Carolina 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


South Carolina 
Vermont 


19 pages variance in table lay-out of issues, 

11 pages etc., and y o n h ave a 27 5 page b ook. It 

lh pages might even go to 300 pages. Bradbeer 

17 Pages a pparently did much original research . 


20 pages but didn't know how to properly inter- 
2 _ pa ges pret it, nor how to correlate his dat a. 
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11 pages with the notes themselves. I will buy 
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to 


P ^ 
w C H 


, <D C 

o c gj o 


Signers 


s p ° p ^ will tackle the 
M^.in Cat., Part T (maki 


2 pages 
193 total 


the driver's seat), if you tell me that 
someth ing can be made of it, and if y ou 
job, with Perl and myself helping. I plan on combining it with the SPM 
it a priced catalogue"), running 2,000 or so. 
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plus 100 inter-leave d 


for notes, additions and corrections. Bradbeer might have left a collectio, 

PLEASE REPLY TO * SIGNED ^ 


its yours, if T get it._ 
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December 7, 1962 


Mr* John J.Ford, Jr* 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Center 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

I have finished reading the Bradbeer material which you were 
kind enough to send me. Bradbeer certainly 3 hows)that he 
had a long tedious bout with the Colonial statutes and did 
an immense amount of reading in general history. The question 
now is to evaluate this material in the light of publishing it 
today. It is really unfair to judge a man’s work in this 
manner as we|have the advantage of knowing all the data which 
he s :een located and published in the intervening years. Some 
of what he developed as new disclosures are not new any more 
anc that is not his fault. His book just wasn’t published 
when it might have been. 

The book has two elements - the text, and the tables of notes. 
The text has quantities of nice material, but has too many 
statutory quotes and too much general history. The indivi- 
dual colony numismatic histories are much better than the 
introduction which has little numismatic value and will stop 
numismatic readers from proceeding. The Continental Currency 
portion is not up to the standard of the other work. The 
Colony histories relating to money, as you know, have been 
done by Hickcox (N. I.), Phillips (N.J., 7a., Pa.,), Bowen and 
Rider (R.I.), Hoober (Va., Md . , N.J., Pa., Vt., etc.). Felt 
(Hass.), Behrens (Md.), Bronson (Conn.), and many others. The 
Continental Currency has been done by Brack, Lossing, Phillips, 
Gouge, ( perhaps to some extent by me), an d by many others. 

The enormous Colonial Currency Reprints publication has not 
been used. The Bradbeer material does rot cite or quote the 
sources which were available to him at the time. There has 
been no Colonial newspaper research. Bradbeer did the statu- 
tory and general history part and felt that was enough to get 
started on. Many of the problems he raises already have been 
answered elsewhere. In ray opinion the text will not be 
adequate today. 
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What dees Arnold Perl think? What do yon think? In my 
opinion it is not wise to publish the text as it is or as 
it might be corrected or revised without complete overhaul- 
ing. It is not anatter of style, - it is a matter of vital- 
izing it with more data. 

As to the tables it is clear that this data came principally 
from records. It contains material which was entirely new 
to me. let Bradbeer had not seen many Colonial collections. 

I checked the tables in a few places and found errors in 
dates, denominations, inclusion of non-exiatant items, and 
in omission of others. It omits reprints, sheets, counter- 
feits, plate lettering, backs, and other data. Its rarity- 
tables are arbitrary and done without checking specimens in 
existence. It does not Indicate which notes are known and 
which are unknown. The signatures and text on early notes 
is sometimes inserted, sometimes not. Ken Scott’s work 
was net available to Bradbeer so all of the currency data 
(particularly counterfeit information) disclosed by Scott is 
net included. The distinction between engraved and printed 
notes is not made in the table, nor the data as to reuse of 
old plates by redating. General description of the notes 
is lacking in many cases. 

The above comments do not detract from the basic value of the 
table tc build a fine catalogue of the paper issues. 

A revised table of Colonial notes is desparately seeded. If 
that pert of the data can be so used it would be/most practical 
foundation. Raymond did a fine Job apparently without know- 
ing about Bradbeer 1 s research but Raymond's work is limited 
in scope and out of date. 

I deeply respect what Bradbeer has done. I am not critical of 
errors because he may have corrected many for final publi- 
cation and we all make mistakes anyhow. I can only look at 
the manuscript as a manuscript submitted for publication today. 
That leans me to the conclusion that the text should be given 
to A.N.S. for scholary use so that it is available for any- 
one who wishes to write a modern text on Colonial paper money. 
The table could be reorganized, corrected, and published. 
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December 7, 1962 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 


I have an open mind as to the best use for this document 
and look forward to the opinions of others. It was a 
pleasure to read the results of the work of a devoted numis- 
matist. God bless his laborious undertaking. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETI 


EPN 

atb 


= Rare Corns , Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 40 1 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


December l4, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
64^0 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

I have your letters of December 5th and 7th (2). I shall 
take up the most important matter first. 

To begin with, I agree with everything that you have to say 
about the Bradbeer Manuscript. In fact, I agree in spades. Un- 
fortunately, Arnold Perl got in to the middle of this, and I have been 
forced to make a proposition through him to Bradbeer’s son, to purchase 
the Manuscript. I would have much preferred to have the thing given to 
the ANS, and proceeded on the course that you and I planned some years 
ago. As you know, in this latter connection, I have been assiduously 
collecting material for you to use. However, Mr. Perl wants to see 
something done quickly, and with his limited knowledge, feels that the 
Bradbeer Manuscript is 90 % satisfactory. I, like you, consider it 60 %> 
satisfactory. 

I had no choice. 1 It was either buy the thing and attempt to 
do something with it, or let Perl sell it to any number of people from 
Friedberg to Whitman, all of whom would publish anything for a buck, 
with or without making corrections, or doing anything substantial. 
Rather than see another piece of trash printed, I had to get into the 
act . 


Is there any way that we can rewrite the ^text part, making 
that comparatively short, but accurate, loading with general 

history, but giving the meat from earlier fr fc Csi I am sure that the 
tables can be squared away, and appropriate corrections made. Dick 
Picker is willing to work with me on the prices, and you could go 
over them. 

The question is, will you take responsibility for the basic 
Introduction, and the Introductions Si the various States and Continental? 
This does not have to be a big production, but we do need some thing to 
fill the gap. 

I would like to play for time as well as you, but we do need 
something now. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


New Netherlands Coin Co.» Inc, 
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I will be finished my building operations by the summer, and 
will be getting my books on the she Ives v jny photographs sorted, so 
I can get down to real numismatic business. I will then have more time 
in the office, and we can get on to the Colonial and Continental paper 
from the Boyd deal. However, I think we can save that until after the 
Bradbeer revision is put to bed, as I want to get the damn thing out 
of the way. 

Please let me know if you will help me, as soon as you can. 

I assume that you know, and understand, that I am trying to do the 
right thing, and that I have no one else to turn to but you.' 

I am very sorry that you did not give me a clean answer on 
the Boyd Memorial deal. Conversations with Mrs. Boyd are next to 
worthless, as she does not want to be bothered with details. I gave 
you a specific proposition and wanted a specific answer. I am sure 
she has forgotten what you said to her, as she has probably forgotten 
what I said to her a couple of months ago. I want to try and get 
something accomplished, and find it hard With everybody preferring 
to keep things nebulous. 

I am afraid that both Pittman and you do not understand that 
Arco has already published (l.e. printed) the dust jackets. I could 
do nothing about changing your '‘title 1 ' although I agree with your 
comments concerning same. 

I do not care if you send the jacket to Breen or not. Since 
Pittman is adamant, a new "blurb“ will be composed by Fuld , printed up, 
and pasted over Pittman's. What else can we do? 

I assume that you know about Volumes 7 and 16 of the Jefferson 
papers, but do you know about the University of North Carolina Press 
book on the Continental Period of 1776-90? I can only get 10$ off on 
these deals, so it would not pay for me to get them for you. 

Very best regards. 



John J. Ford, Jr. 


JJF:dn 



Hr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Center 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

With respect to any ideas about a netaorial 
to Fred Boyd, I am sure that Mrs. Boyd 
should feel free to discuss then with ne . 

I did suggest a number of alternates to 
her shortly after Fred’s death and feel 
that I should await hearing from her. 

I am sure you can understand my thinking 

as to this matter. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 









December 7, 1962 


Mr.John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Center 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John* 

All I can say about the jacket of T&xay's book 
is that it is sensationally attractive. I re- 
ceived it fro® Hitman with instructions to for- 
ward it to Walter. 

In view of ritman’s letter refusing permission to 
use his comment if Walter’s is included, I feel 
you might want to avoid hurting Walter by sub- 
mitting this in one form and then changing it. 

It is up to you to send a copy to Walter, there- 
fore . 

I would much prefer it if you eliminated from my 
name the words ''President of the Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society" and substituted 
"member of the Council of the American Numis- 
matic Society". This would give it a little 
more dignity and be a little more modest. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 



